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The Devil in the White City
The two main characters in The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson are Daniel Burnham and H.H. Holmes. Burnham is presented as the most skilled character in public relations and business. Burman is an individual who works hard to ensure that the reputation of the city of Chicago is improved through his determination. He can be termed as the most successful character who despite the many obstacles in his work; he was able to complete his tasks to completion. Holmes, who was a psychopathic doctor, serial killer, and pharmacist, used a deceitful method to enhance his success in building a hotel in the city. “He identified himself as a doctor and licensed pharmacist and asked the woman if she needed assistance in her store" (Larson 36). Though his process enhanced the success in establishing growth in the city, he used the wrong method through a deceitful method such as crimes. Also, both characters are protagonists who establish impressive creation which is retrieved from the human mind. They are very smart in every role they play; except that Holmes is presented as mediocre in education. They work together in ensuring that the development of the city is achieved through different concepts of leadership even though the strategies used are acknowledged to be morally different. Also, both characters were committed to their strategies to enhance the development of the city through construction. The persuasive strategy used by Burnham and Holmes is ethos. This strategy was used by the characters to prove their credibility and competence which enhanced trustworthiness in the architectural work. I believe that logos are the most effective persuasive strategy as it enhances the presentation of credible information without deceit. From the book, it is evident that Holmes used deceitful means to ensure that he is trusted in the development process of the city which could be prevented through logos which would have to prove his competence in the field. 
From the novel, the most interesting character is Holmes. Holmes is presented as an antagonist who provides destruction which can result from the human mind. He is interested in holding power and possession over other individuals. In today's era, the character would have been diagnosed with a psychopath as he feels no sympathy with little emotion. He is possessed with the feeling of controlling other people especially timid women and young people. Larson (35) states that “Despite the heat Holmes looked fresh and crisp. As he moved through the station, the glances of young women fell around him like wind-blown petals”. He is presented as a person who experiences sexual relief when he exercises control in the last moments of an individual's life and hears pleas and panic in people. Because of this, he plays with women by seducing them for long in courtship, marriage, or pregnancy after which he kills them. He is presented to be a chief manipulator who is involved in fooling men and women, police officers, creditors, and insurance companies. 
The fair presented in The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson is worth it. The fair provides a great genesis of the modern urban life in Chicago and America at large. The architectural and business concepts presented by the book show a great deal of shaping the foundation of America. The fair enhanced the development of technology in the nation as architectural experiences were enhanced in establishing great constructions. The fair presents the process by which detachment of America from poverty and pain occurred through the development of the city such as buildings and economic expertise. Also, economic development was enhanced through the fair as Larson (33) states that “Chicago promptly established a formal corporation, the World’s Columbian Exposition Company, to finance and build the fair”. Also, the fair enhanced the development of law and justice as there were many cases of crimes that needed new expertise to be addressed. The case of Holmes in enhancing crimes through manipulation and deceit influenced the development of law to enhance the fight against such cases in the USA. “Anonymous death came early and often” (Larson 12) However, many people lost their lives through the fair as it involved different activities such as crimes. Holmes is presented as the main character who was involved in killing many people for his gain. The fair is significant today as it enhanced the modernization of the city and America at large. 
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